


—Ee 


mate and 
e aus. 
putation 
er, and 
pproach, 
satholics 
he ques 
\e1r reli 
m the al 
Mm at the 
ed to the 
indicated 
. did not 
ition, fy, 
thorized 
10d there 
Hib Thi 
sed thie 
rth two 
this pa. 
nity ses. 
of the dig. 
save Sen 
invitl rtic 
rot exely 
°B Whom 
eir repre 
efore, for 
ch these 
nselves _ 
be disene 
iS Nothin» 
nt of dep. 
Piclerred 
able fa ’ 
iMpudent 
‘Ol an ap. 
> Spirit of 
’ that Up. 
Mr Pons 


the om 


ri 
-ti 
lee and 
ita 
tts 
Chi : 
| Wing 
s 
reached wy 
ales B + 
iT } § 
a int r 


> sUnr rt,* 
their Pre. 

lhis sa 

Pike every 


box or 
Pit MLL} 
ibw ft 


hp warp bay 
Canlt idge : 
2 ws 


i 


“ 
40 pant 
at 


VES 


< CARDS 
nf al this OP 





a OF 
pil Jo. 


CHRISTIAN WATCHMAN. 




















VOL. VILL 


~ = ~ ae 


—— 














NONE 











PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY WILLIAM NICHOLS, NO. 10, MERCHANTS’ HALL, (rump-story,) CONGRESS-STREET, OVER THE POST-OFFICE, BOSTON.—JAMES LORING, EDITOR. 





ee ——$ = —— " — 





FRIDAY. MORNING, 





MAY 18, 1827. 


Po OG Oe em On ee - 


NO. 24. 








OHRISTIAN WATCHMAN. 


icp This Paper ts published under the patronage 
of * 
CIETY OF MASSACHUSETTS,” and a 
Pp 


Missions. 


CONDITIONS. 
The t ¢ is TwoDollars and Fifty Cents per annum, if 
be made within six weeks after the commencement 
ear. or, Three Dollars per annum, pavable when the 
year has half expired. No deviction u ill be allowed from 


Pr Agent 


who procure and pay for five subscribers, are en- 
titled to g sixth ¢ grauis 
» 8 


» paper 
No paper 


py 
ip be discontinued, without the payment of all 
arrearages 

> All lewers and communications should be addressed to 


Publisher, p 


PAiscetlancous, 


st porid 





From the Eastport Sentinel 
DEITY OF CHRIST. 
J think it necessary to make a few prelimi- 
iry remarks, before offering arguments to 


prove the Divinity of Christ. 


I do not consider myself authorized to offer 
hese arguments as expressing the precise views 
{ the orthodox; or that they will be responsi- 

e for any sentiments I may offer. And, tho’ 
I believe they will not be found to vary materi- 
wily from them, yet I hold myself alone, re- 


ejonsibie. } 
t would have been very grateful to me, had 


this duty devolved upon some one better able 
juct the discussion, who might at more 
examine the subject, and present ina 

r condensed view, the scriptural arguments. 
ruth may suffer through my unskilfulness 
enting or in defending it; and within 

the litde circle that may be interested in this 
liscussion, or influenced by it, error may gain 
temporary advantage. Yet ultimately it will 
e found that mo one has successfully done any 
hing ** against the truth, but for the truth,”— 
Cor. xiii. &. ‘It is important that writers and 
iders justly estimate the value of truth, and 

ye ready to abandon any sentiment when it is 
posed to the oracles of God, or is not sup- 
ted by them. ‘The duty and propriety of 
praying ““the Spirit of Truth,” to guide us 
‘into all truth,” approves itself to every pious 
ut. And for our encouragement it is writ- 
ten, “if any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
f God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 


spbraideth not; and it shal] be given to him.” | 


James i. 3. 
If we do not investicate the Bible with such 
jeel\ings—if a conviction of the importance of 
e-truths do not penetrate our hearts and 


to search tur them as for hid treasures, 
leave us to wander in error’s tortu- 
maze; or as a righteous retribution, per- 
us to ** believe a lie that we may be damn- 

2 Thes. ii. 11. ‘he scripture teaches 

it by rightly improving the means we enjoy, 
deep knowledge of divine things may be at- 
ined. “If thou criest after kuowledge, and 
ftest up thy voice tor understanding ; if thou 
ekest ber as silver, and searchest for her, as 
r hid treasures, then shalt thou understand 
fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 

t God.” Prov. 
To those who do not admit the validity of 
evidence, I have at present noth- 
ngto say. All the passages I may quote, or 
arguments I may draw from the Bible, will be 
offered in the belief, and for their pertinency 
epend on the truth of the declaration, that 
sti Ser pture is given by in spiration of God.” 

1 Tim. iit. 16. On this point I feel no desire 
ny compromise with unbelievers; as I con- 
plate a rejection of this declaration, a virtu- 
and as being real infi- 


may 


ii. B—S. 


scripture 


ction of the Bible, 


ty 
Tie declaration, that “all scripture is given 
y inspiration of God,” by consequence, im- 
s that all parts of it, do really harmonize; 
1 that apparent discrepancies arise, ra- 
r. from the imperfection of our knowledge of 
Bible, than from any real discrepancy of 
truths it teaches. In examining the holy 


rd, we must not suppose that any point is 

i merely because some passages, withont 
ling the connexion, may seem to favorthe 
vhile others, in their undeniable, literal 

Inport, support an opposite doctrine. Sucha 
icy, if it were real, could not be har- 

thout giving up a part of the Bible. 

} requires no such sacrifice—and when 
demonstrate the fact that the Bible 
opposition of sentiment concerning 

wtrine or duty—then, will not only 

vn from the Bible, be imvalidated ; 

ures themselves overthrown. For 


t, or sentiment importing to be founded superintendence of the interests, spiritual and | And what is man? Sinful dust and ashes in|‘? remind him that thanks had not been re- 


tw ost preposterous to receive that 
ind guide of faith and practice, 

duties or teaches doctrines con- 

opposition Of sentiment. We 

therelore, prove apy point on the prin- 
tung a majority of passages, or, as it 

ting another. It is, necessarily, an 

the Christian religion, that each doc- 

duty enjoined tn the Bible must harmo- 

ali others; and that it cannot really 
position to any other part of it. ’ 

all scripture ts truth, that interpreta- 
‘hich ts really opposed to any part of it, 

“# be teuth. Where there is a real opposi- 
‘ot ideas in sentiments, to admit that truth 


‘y he on both sides, is ineffably absurd. In 
‘ect, it would be admitting that a proposition 
“eroing things may, at the same time, be 
true and false. A conclusion which in- 
‘adegree of absurdity at once apparent 
most obtuse understanding, or to a mind 
Able of the lowest process of reasoning. 
eid intend replyiag to the 100 Unitarian 


wtion of the profits is devoted to the cause of 


| arguments in detail; but on reflection perceiv- | ening, instructive, and affectionate. He in- 
|ed, that to correct his mis-statqments, to give a quired about their temporal affairs, and, in cas- 
‘true exposition of the passages this writer has es of difficulty, he always gave them his best 


~~~ _________ 


jever ready to judge their fellow worms uuright- | wine” as they expressed it, because they knew 


;eously ; not remembering that a haughty spirit | that Jesus Christ commanded all who love him 
|goeth before a fall, and that they themselves to do it. Two of them have often said, “* We 


THE*BAPTIST MISSIONARY SO-| pressed ito his service—to disprove many bold | advice. His counsels were salutary ; his know-| must stand before the judgment seat of Christ, | wish we loved God, that we might come to the 


essertions, having no more value than confident ledge of the world, and his discrimination of} to be judged according to the deeds done im/| bread and wine.” To know whether they loved 


affirmations—to show that many of his argu- | characters, rendered him well qualified to ad- 
‘ments had no weight, or were not in point a-| vise. 
lgainst the sentiments of the orthodox, but! ‘He was indeed a faithful shepherd of his 


against his own inferences concerning them, to/ flock ; and his people mourned for him as for | 
It is much to be desir- | 


meet these and to recur to first principles on an affectionate father. 
‘every point, I judged inexpedient, therefore, |ed that his examples were more followed by 
for brevity’s sake, I thought it duty to meet the ' Christian pastors. ‘T’o preach with eloquence 


IT rightly understand him, I infer from his ar-| minister of the gospel: this makes him respect- 


'guments that he would disprove the Divinity ed; and his congregation admire him, because, | 


‘of Christ. 1. By showing him to be a man.— | for one reason, they are proud of him; but to 
'2. By arguments intended to prove that he is! gain their affections, to make a congregation 
not God. | the children of an aged pastor, or the friends 
As the greater part of his quotations go to es- and brethren of a younger one, let the minis- 
itablish the fact, that Christ did really partake ter visit the families of his people; this will 
‘of ‘ flesh and blood,’ like those he came to die seal on their hearts the regard4which their un- 
| for—and, as all the orthodox beli¢ve and con-) derstanding had already dictated.” 
tend for this doctrine,—so far his arguments) Sympathy appears to me so essential to the 


do not in the least bear on the opponents of Uni- , character of a disciple of Christ, that 1 fee! dis- | 


tarianism. ‘The writer of the 100 arguments appointed and grieved, when I see a Christian 
‘does not, I believe, once advert to the orthodox | deficient in it; certainly no man who does not 
sentiment of two natures in Christ. 
spects the design of the 2d class of his argu-| con or pastor. Pause for a moment and consider 
ments, I consider it meeting them fairly to es-| whether you can recollect a single instance of 
tablish the affirmative, viz: to prove the true a minister deficient in this disposition, being 
and proper Divinity of Jesus Christ. If the af- very happy or very useful in his congregation : 
firmative is established, the negative must fall but it is not difficult to recollect many, whose 
of course. In my next I propose to enter upon | usefulness is much more to be attributed to 
the argument. Respecttully yours, ‘their affection and sympathy than to their men- 
tal endowments. 


d Ss. 





FEARFUL DEATH OF THE WICKED. thy, to which the Christian is bound by every 
** What does the future promise to the dying 
sinner? He is separating from every thing he 
loves, to enter a state in which he has no hope, 
after which he has no desire, and from-< which 
he has no escape—a state of thought without 
the possibility of diversion; of passion without 
the means of gratification ; of society without 
friendship ; of enmity without restraint ; of ac- 
countableness without excuse; of retribution 
without mercy; of loss without recovery ; and 
of misery without end? Who knoweth the 
power of thine anger? Even according to thy 
fear, soisthy wrath. In many cases, fear mag-) >: " : ‘ ; 
nifes: and when. the evil cones. the reality himself to derive pleasure from the sight of hap- 
falls far short of the apprehension. But here 2!¢S% Such a feeling will prevent any thing 
the event infinitely exceeds the foreboding. It like Cary, oF misanthropy, when we see others 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the ' the enjoyment of adyantages, which do not 
living God. No wonder, therefore, the death fall to our lot. In such visits you may expect 
of the sinner is represented in the Scripture as! to meet with persons of cultivated and liberal 
the effect of compulsion—* The wicked is driv- minds, whose conversation will prove an intel- 
en away in his wickedness.” ‘ He shall be driv- lectual banquet; and you may not only derive 
en from light into darkness, and chased out of advantage, but your conversation may be pro- 
the world.’ Some of these scenes are kept se- ductive of beneticial effects. 
cret--perhaps they are misunderstood. ‘They 
are ascribed to a distempered imagination. 
The terrified victim is supposed to be in the 
frenzy of delirium. Some, by the composing 
draught, are stupified, who would otherwise 
drive and keep every attendant from the room. 
Yet the reluctance, and anguish, and horror, 
are sometimes known; and make an awful im- a ‘ , J 
pression fur the time. But suppose there is no- f suppose, in the circles in which you will be 
thing of this; and the sinner dies, as is often called to visit, that you will not find many well 
expressed, like a lamb; the delusion is but for qualified and equally well disposed to converse 
a moment. He instantly sees his mistake. | 0” religious subjects. 
But the immutability of his state renders the It is said, that in the present age, in which 
knowledge as dreadful as it is unavoidable. well educated persons have Som vertous Caue- 
His disappointment is an unspeakable aggrava- | ©* M3ny_ more subjects of conversation than 
tion of his misery; and the consequences are ye of a former period, that it is much more 
remediless.”—[Jay. difficult to introduce religious conversation, 
than when knowledge was more circumscribed, 
and life was diversified with fewer incidents.— 


of that levity to which the young are prone,but 
of that selftshness which is natura! to the hu- 


creased by keeping company only with the af- 
fluent and the prosperous; where our desires 
are gratified, our wishes anticipated, and we 
meet with much to administer to self-compla- 
cency. and love of ease. 

I do not, however, mean to suggest, that you 
ought to confine your visiting to the sick and 
afflicted ; to visit the prosperous and happy 1s 
equally proper. A Christian should accustom 


your social affections; and your cheerful piety, 
far removed from levity, may serve to correct 


Even where the com- 
pany is mixed, you may, by wéll-timed remarks, 
set some thinking on religious subjects, and 
furnish others with instructive hints; nor can 


is productive of gloom. 





MINISTERS’ LIBRARY. 


talent for religious conversation to endeavor to 
‘facilitate its introduction? Should we not be 
gainers by adopting, in this respect, more of 
the habits of our pious ancestors? If per- 
chance you happen to be in company with those 


“Who deem religion frenzy. and the God 


PASTORAL VISITS. 
From a Letter addressed to a Young Minister. 

The active fulfilment of every branch of pas- 
toral duty will be expected by your people ; to 
the performance of one duty, which your late 
habits induced you to neglect, I wish to call 


That made them, an intruder on their joys,” 
your attention, and the more so as I find, tho’! you can perhaps only wait for the first favoura- 
the original cause is removed, the eff j ’ 


fiect has ble opportunity to introduce the subject on 

not ceased. which your heart is set, and on which even a 
[ rejoice not merely that you are thoronghly single remark may be of incalculable benefit to 
studying your sermons, but that you are doing some one present. But whatever difficulties 
so from the conviction that such is your duty, may exist in the higher classes, there can - 
and that you find increasing pleasure in YOUT| none when among the pious poor. Religion 
work. But, my friend, when I urged your perhaps furnishes almost the only topic with 
reading and studying more, I did not intend to) which you are both conversant, and a which 
suggest that you should so wholly devote your- you feel an equal interest; and when you visit 
self to these pursuits as to leave you scarcely | the afflicted, from its adaptation to their case, 


any opportunity for other pastoral duties, espe- the introduction of religion becomes almost a 
cially that of visiting the congregation. matter of course. 


A minister, like all other men, has a right to 
choose his most inumate friends. An equal 
degree of intimacy with all his flock is im- 
practicable; and, on account of the time it 
would occupy, if there were no other objection, SHORTNESS OF LIFE. 
would be improper; but an ardent mind, strong; Man, that is born of a woman, is of few days, 
in its affections, and warm in its feelings, is in! and full of trouble. He cometh forth as a flow- 
danger of going to the opposite extreme. er, is cut down, and vanisheth away. How 

A man of such a cast of mind, and who val- | forei')le and correct a description is this, by the 
ues his time, is in danger of allowing a few of pious Job, of the life of man! The life of man 
his people to monopolize his attention, and the | js indeed a vapour, that is fast passing away. 
principal part of the time he can spare for vis- | There is but a step between the cradle and the 
its; not considering that by so doing he con- grave. The period of life allotted us, is but 
tracts his sphere of usefulness. three score years and ten; but if, by reason of 

The biographer of the late Mrs. Graham, | strength, we reach four score, yet what is this 
when speaking of the death of the former Dr. | to Eternity. It is as a sand on the sea shore, 
John Mason, says: ** In him, to great learning or as a twinkling star, amid the innumerable 
were united meekness, prudence, diligence, a| host of heaven. What is the life of man? It 
knowledge of the world, and an aflectionate js a shadow that fleeth and continueth not.— 


‘ 





YOUTH’S MONITOR. 


For the Christian Watchman 


temporal, of his flock. He so arranged his avo-/| the sight of the Almighty. ‘The body of man 
cations and studies, in regard to time, that he! js feeble and full of corruption ; but it is inhab- 
had always a few hours in the afterneon to de- ited by a soul of infinite vague, which is destin- 
vote to visiting the families of his congregation. | ed to liye forever. What is the greaj business 
So regular was the order he observed in his ar-| of man on earth 2 Is it not to prepare for hea- 
rangement of time, that Mrs. Graham and her| yen? But if we look around us, we shall see 
| family knew when to calculate on seeing him, | one employed in decorating the casket, totally 
and always expected him with the anticipation ‘regardless of the riches it contains; another 
of profit and pleasure. Once every week they full of schemes of personal aggrandizement, 
| were sure of seeing him, if in bealth. His vis-| collecting wealth, but neglecting to lay up trea- 
‘its were short—his conversation serious, awak-| sures in Heaven; others puffed up with pride, 


principle on which he founds his argument. If and acceptance is a talent of great Virtue in a’ 


As it re- | possess it, is qualified for the office either of.dea- | 


The cultivation of benevolence and sympa-| 


consideration, is the best corrective, not only | 


man heart, and which is perhaps not a little in-, 


In such compa- | 
ny you may unbend your mind, and invigorate 


the mistakes of some, who sappose that religion | 


But ought not every Christian, by cultivating a} 


| the body. | God, frequently gave them much concern ; and 
| Ina century and an half, not one of the vast} their father was at times much at a loss how to 
family of man, now so busy in this vain world, | talk with them in a suitable manner on this in- 
will be on the earth. Human life is indeed as/ teresting subject. The eldest, after such con- 
the flower of the field. Lord, what is man, that | versations, sometimes said, *“* I think I do love 
(thou art mindful of him; or the son of man,|God; but I am not sure whether I do or not.” 
,that thou visitest him ? Why is it that we are} On the Lord’s day their conduct was such as 
so anxious about this poor body, this tenement! would put some grown people to the blush. To 
of clay? which to-day is, and’ to-morrow may|play on that day was truly shocking to them. 
be food for worms? We stand upgn the brink |{f any one of them was trifling, one of the 
of the grave, upon the borders of destruction; | others was almost sure to ask, ‘* Have you for- 
and shall we dare to enter the unseen world,| gotten what day itis?’ *“* The Lord’s day” 
without a well-grounded hope that the Saviour} was a sacred sound to them.—We think that 
will welcome us,—that the Judge is our friend ! | the children who read this account, would have 
When we depart from this vain world of wo, | been pleased to have heard them talk about the 
| from this state of probation which God has giv-|dear Saviour of sinners. His love and suffer- 
en us, there may perhaps be some tears shed ings astonished and affected them very much ; 
over us by our friends; but the great bulk of | so much, that when one of the sisters was read~- 
mamkind will not know we ever had an exist-| ing of what Jesus had suffered, her little broth- 
/ence. Soon our friends will forget us, and the | er stopped both his ears, signifying by that ex- 
place that once knew us, will know us no more. | pressive action, that he was so much affected 
Our bodies will remain in their graves, until) he could not bear to hear any more. 

the archangel’s trump shall ring through thg; But we will only further add, that, They de- 
vaults of heaven, and call the dead to rise and | Aghted to talk about heaven. This was partic- 
come to judgment. But where are our souls? Pularly the case after God had taken a little 
Here we must be content with knowing from | brother to that happy world. The feeling man- 
the Bible, that the wicked shall go away into, Her in which they spake of their brother after 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into | his departure, at times, almost overwhelmed 
life eternal. | their parents.—We sincerely wish that all the 

But the shortness of life need to cause no dear little ones who read this short history of 
anxious thoughts in the bosom of the believer. the happy cottage children, may imitate their 
O, no. In the exercise of faith, he could! conduct—be dutiful to their parents—love the 
stand amid the general wreck of nature, and hause of God--keep the Sabbath day holy-- 
amid the ruin of a dissolving world, and calily delight to hear of the love of their Saviour ; and 
say, I know that my Redeemer lives. He had , talk of heaven; and then when they die, they 
rather be absent from the body and present, will go to that Saviour whom they loved and 
with the Lord. He-longs for the coming of | worshipped here on earth, and in his presence 
Christ. He longs to be with that Saviour, who be forever happy.—-Philadelphia Recorder. 
is so precious to his soul, but ts enabled to say, 
Lord, not my will, but thine be done. 

Perhaps these remarks niay fall under the 
notice of some one who feels that he has no in- | 
terest in the Saviour. O my friend, to you the 
shortness of human life is indeed alarming. | 
You too must die; you must give up the ob- 
jects of time and sense, which have engrossed 
your fondest affections; you must stand before | 
that Judge, who is now despised or disregard- 
ed by you. Ovsinner, why will you die? ‘Time 
is short. Eternity is at hand. Life and death 
are before you. Choose now, and be wise, be- | 
fore it is too late. rat 2 
| Boston, May 4, 1827. 

mshigpione 
THE HAPPY COTTAGE CHILDREN. 

In a little cottage in the county of Lancaster, 
lived two boys and two girls; the eldest not! 
quite eight, and the youngest but little more 
than four years of age. ‘They had such kind 
parents, such a good teacher at their school, 
and they made such improvement by these 
jmeans, that we call them the Happy Cottage | 
Children: and we earnestly wish that the dear 

little ones, who may read this account, may be 
like them, that they may be happy also. 

These children were very dutiful to their pa- 
rents. Nothing gave them so much pleasure as 
doing those things which pleased their parents. 
Sometimes, when their mother had been poorly, 
they behaved so kindly, that she has said it has 
quite done her good, and almost made her well. 

| A great deal of pains was taken with them, it 
is true, then; how much they ought to dove and 
obey their mother, and they were all very sen- 
sible that these two things are closely connect- 
ed. ‘The youngest (a boy) often said of his 
own accord, ** My dear mother, I do lové you 
‘and will obey you.” When their father had 
been from home at any time, on his return he 
always asked, ** Have you obeyed your mother 
while | have been away?” 'Phis practice caus- 
ed the duty of obedience to be deeply impress- 
ed on their minds; and if he found there had | 
been any thing in their behavior like disobedi- 
ence to their mother, he talked to them about 
it till tears of sorrow flowed from their eyes. | 
Sometimes, on these occasions, they asked their 
‘mother to forgive them; and at other times 
they prayed to God to pardon their sin, and al- | 
ways promised to dosono more. One of them, | 
when his mother had been scriously talking to the name of Jesus, and is taught to present 
him of the evil of sin, turned away from her, | prayer to Him for mercy. 
and with much concern fell upon his knees to! = ff is pleasing to mark the growth of an acorn 
pray, and said to her when he arose, “I have | til] it becomes an oak, and the progress of a 
told God, that if he will spare mea little longer | jittle spring till it becomes a river, in which a 
I will be a better boy.” |manmay swim; nor is it less delightful to be- 
| They loved to sing and pray. In the first of hold the day of small things in reference to the 
these pleasing exercises they frequently united | success of the Gospel, and mark its extendity 
together ; and in the latter they not only joined, | jight till its sun shines with the brightest and 
| but did it where none but the eye of God could | most extensive glory. Let us tgace this little 
see them; and they knew very well that He | church to its origin. , 
always sawthem. One day twoof them retired, Jt sometimes happens, that the circumstance 
into the same room to pray; and it appeared | of a new minister making his appearance in a 
on inquiry afterward, that one of them chose | congregation excites some attention ; this, in 
the darkest corner in it, thinking it was most | connection with the removal of the preaching 
|proper, because it was private. _ The other) to a more central part of the village, produced 
| prayed near toa window, which she set open, a spirit of curiosity in the instance now under 
|because she bad heard that Daniel did so.—|reyiew. The new house was crowded, and 
| 'Thev had been often much struck with the his- | this on every Lord’s day evening, for some 
‘tory of that eminent saint, and frequently re-| months in succession. Still we were not aware 
| quested their parents to read it at family wor-' of any lasting good having been effected, till 
iship. If their father sata little longer than|the following circumstance brought it very 
usual after dinner, one of them was almost sure prominently forward. : 

On one Saturday evening, circumstances 
| turned. At ove time one of them said, “ Fath-| wholly unconnected with my ministry, conduct- 
,er, 1 wish you would pray a long prayer, God | ed me to this village. I thought that before I 
|is so good to us ;” and at another time, another | returned, I would call for a few, minutes on the 


‘of them observed, “I think we should pray two! man, at whose house I had so frequently preagh- 


| prayers, when we have meat and pudding too.” ed, and where also I expected to be similarly 
They took delight in going to the house of God.| engaged on the following evening. | arrived 
Sometimes they were overheard talking togeth-| there about seven o'clock, but found no one at 
er of what they had heard and-seen. Thiswas| home. As I stood knocking at the door, 
particularly the case when the Lord’s Supper | neighbour made her appearance, and knowing 
had been administered. They were often much | who I was, told me. that she supposed Thomas 
| surprised that so few came to the “ bread and| F__- and_ his wife were gone to the Prayer 


) 





The following well-written article is from the London Bap- 
tist Magazine for April, and is probably a relation of actual 
events, Which transpired within the writer's knowledge. It 
may be read with much profit; and is a practical comment on 
the text, “ in the morving,sow thy seed; and in the evening, 
withhold not thine hané.”’ 

THE VILLAGE PRAYER-MEETING. 

About eleven years ago, in the course of Di- 
vine Providence, | was directed to unfurl the 
banners of the cross in a yery populous village, 
near the centre of the kingdom. Its inhabi- 
tants were awfully addicted to almost every vice, 
{and were not statedly favored with any thing 
jin the form of religious instruction, excepting 
from their clergyman, whom Cowper would 
describe as 


“ A cassocked huntsman, and a fiddling priest ;"— 
and as one of 


« The things that mount the rostrum with a skip, 
And then Skip down again ; prouounce a text ; 
Cry—hem ; and readiug what they never wrote, 
Just fifteen minutes. huddle up their work, 

And with a well bred whisper close the scene!” 


And yet this was all the religious instruction 
given in a parish, which contained several thou- 
sand inhabitants, except, indeed, what wag said 
in a smal] meeting-house, where doctrines were 
taught that debased the Saviour, robbed him of 
his dignity, and made his atonement * as noth- 
ing worth;”” and which place, as might natur- 
ally be expected, was well nigh deserted. It is 
true, that attempts had been made by the neigh- 
boring congregations to introduce the know- 
ledge of Christ into the village, and that at dif- 
ferent times, for the long period of seventy years. 
Among the preachers who occasionally went to 
address them were men whose labors the Lord 
_had very eminently blessed elsewhere, and who 
possessed, according to all human appearance, 
every qualification to break up the fallow ground 
of so barren a spot. All their attempts, howev- 
er, proved fruitless, and they retired one after 
another from what seemed to them an hopeless 
contest with the powers of darkness; nor has a 
single instance of their usefulness in the con- 
version of a sinner ever yet transpired. Since 
that period, however, a delightful change has 
been experienced : a meeting-house hasdeen 
erected,—-which is crowded with attentive 
hearers; a church has been formed, which is 
receiving frequent accessions; and a Sabbath 
School established, where the infant voice lisps 
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Meeting. Prayer Mceting! thought [; what, 
does this wicked village ever present such a 
stene as a company of sinners meeting to pray 
for mercy? I have often heard of preaching 
here, but who would have thought of a Prayer 
Meeting! I was struck with wonder, with de- 
light, and with an anxious curiosity! How lgng 
1 should have indulged the reverie into which 
my indescribable feelings had thrown me, l 
cannot tell; but I was interrupted by the wo- 
man asking me to walk into her house and take, 
aseat. Thus roused from a state of deep 
thoughtfulness, I eages!y inguired where the 
Prayer Meeting was; and was soon directed 
to John J——’s house, in Lane. With 
hasty steps I harried to the door. . . . Arrived 
there, { heard a voice. . . . ~ I rev@gnised it 
as that of a man, who had been pointed out to 
me as a very notorious transgressor of laws hu- 
man and divine. .. . He was pleading with 
God for mercy. The frankness with which he 
confessed his sins,—the fervent supplications 
he presented that those sins might be forgiven 
through the blood of Christ,—the ardor with 
which he prayed that God would make the 
preached word a blessing to him and his neigh- 
bours,—and the rustic simplicity with which 
all this was clothed, made yo ae on my 
heart which never can be erased. It was the 
first time I had heard an illiterate villager pray, 
and I almost thought I had never heard prayer 
before. I saw more of the nature and tendency 
of génuine religion that night, than all my read- 
ing and study had ever taught me. 

When the prayer was concluded I walked in; 
and if I had heard much that gratified my best 
feelings, I now saw more. ‘The house was full 
of the poor of this world, who had met to close 
the week with God, and seek his blessing on 
the means of grace they hoped to enjoy on the 
approaching Sabbath. Some of them had not 
yet risen from their knees; and the eyes of each 
seemed bathed in tears. An expression of sur- 
prise Sat on every countenance when they re- 
cognised me: nor was I less astonished to find 
such a meeting for such a purpose! I delivered 
avery short address to them, expressing the 
pleasure I felt that they were thus employed, 
commended them to the Father of mercies, in- 
treating Him to carry on the good work thus) 
happily begun among them, and thus closed | 
that evening's service. 

This meeting, I found, had originated en- 
tirely among themselves, not a word having | 
been said by any one to them on the subject ; | 
this was the fourth or fifth week they had thus 
met; and it was soon evidently shown that 
from the commencement of this meeting was 
to be dated ,the success of the Divine word 
among them. cs 

Such a statement of facts needs no comment. 
It most impressively teaches the importance of 
social devotion; it encourages the servants of| 
God to continue their Jabours in the most un-} 
promising stations; and it shows the propriety | 
of encouraging as far as possible Village Prayer 
Meetings. 
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THE GERMAN THEOLOGY. 
Extract from an Address on “ the Neological System of } 
Religion,” delivered in England at the Jast Anniversary of 

the Continental Society, by the Rev. Dr. J. Pye Smitu. 
This system, so falsely boasting of its ration- 
ality, may be briefly described as nominally ac- | 
cepting Christianity to be a true religion, while 


all its evidences, facts, doctrines, and require-| 494, for that time at least, was seen by them | Delaware, North Carolina, South 


ments are twisted, tortured, and in every way | 
artfully misinterpreted, so as to be brought | 
down tothe mere Religion of Nature. The 
parties in question will even say, that Chris- 
tianity is a religion given by God, and they will 
not scruple to call it a revelation from heaven: 
but if you were to ask them in what way and 
by what means, it would turn out, that they ad- 
mit Christianity to be‘a divine gift, manifesta- 
tion, or disclosure, only in the sense in which 
every other thing, that is good and useful, is so; 
and, therefore, may be said to be from God: so} 
the invention of steam-engines, of gas-liglits, or | 
any of the convenient and beneficial arts of | 
life, may very properly be said to be from hea- | 
ven: they are all unquestionably gifts of God; 
parts of His plan of providential bounty. It is} 
only, therefore, to convey this general idea, 
that the persons whom I allude to, employ Jan- 
guage, which, though true so far as it goes, is| 
essentially defective in meaning, and in the in- | 
tention absolutely fraudulent. 

These are the principles, which are deliver- | 
ed from many of the Professors’ Chairs in the | 
Protestant Universities of Germany, and which | 
are thence transfused into numerous Parochial | 
Pulpits ! 

The general practice of the Professors of | 
Theology in those Universities is to take the | 
Scriptures merely as venerable and interesting | 
documents of antiquity, the curious records of | 
tradition and opinion, and the mystic, moral, | 
and political poetry of the ancient Hebrews.— 
To the elucidation of the Scriptures under this | 
view, they bring immense stores of léarning, | 
but ‘merely as a grammatical or historical com- | 
ment; precisely as they would write a disquisi- 
tion on the text of Herodotus or Homer. For | 
example: they take the prophecies of the Old | 
Testament, and, with a splendid apparatus of | 
oriental learning, they investigate the terms, 
and settle what they deem to be the primary 
and sole signification: having done this, they 
blush not to tell us, that the writers of the New 
Testament, and even Jesus Christ himself, im- 
agined that, in these writings, called prophe- 
cies, there were many descriptions and decla- 
rations which respected themse]ves and the re- 
ligion which they were setting up in the world: 
“but,” say these illuminators, “ Jesus and His| 
apostles mistook; or they dexterously availed | 
themselves of the prevailing opinions, in order | 
to carry their own objects!” Page after page, 
these writers proceed in their ingenious specu- 
lations, perpetually assuming that Jesus first 
and then Matthew, John, Paul, and their éeed- 
jutors, applied to themselves and their cause 
what never was meant to have such an appli- 
cation ; = x veord they subvert the whole ar- 
gument trom prophecy, and represent i 
tates of the Spirit of Christ = snorting Smad 
than the inspiration of genius and poetic en- 
thusiasm. 

When we come lower down to the times of 
the Lord Jesus and the setting up of His king- 
dom, we find the same system of conjecture, jj- 
ligitimate inference, surmise, assumption, and, 
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ing Christianity to be a wise and -benevolent, 


| some of his trusty adherents. 
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at the favorable opportunity, bold assertion ; and 
all converging to the same point, of represent- 


but purely human, contrivance for the promo- 
tion of virtue and good morals: while, on the 
admission of this system, the atthors of the 
contrivance were atrociously violating the first 
principles of morals, in giving to the world a 
tissue of deliberate and persevering falsehoods ! 

They represent Jesus as a very excellent 
man, far superior to the generality of his coun- 
trymen, in the benevolence of his disposition, 
and the enlargedness of his mind. He saw the 
degrading superstition and bigoted ignorance 
into which his countrymen were sunk; and he 
conceived the grand idea of a general religion, 
which should be stripped of every thing local 
and temporary, and be adapted to the condition 
of mankind in all countries and periods of 
time. He found great obstacles to his endeav- 
ours for the introduction of this system of pure 
and simple morality: those hindrancés arose, 
partly from the ignorance of the multitude, and 
partly from the pride and dominant interests 
of the higher orders: therefore, say these mod- 
ern speculatists, he, with a wise and benevo- 
lent artifice, adapted his measures to conciliate 
prejudices and bend popular opinions to his own 
purposes. Finding, in the books held sacred 
by his countrymen, passages which were sup- 
posed to be prophecies of a great personage 
who was to arise and be their deliverer from 
bondage and evil, the thought struck him, that 
he might make a happy application of these de- 
scriptions to himself, and thus might bring to 
bear advantageously upon his cause the whole 
tide of popular and most favorite expectation.— 
With admirable dexterity, but with great pru- 
dence and caution, he availed himself of this 
instrument; and gradually advanced to the 
avowal, that he was actually the Messiah so ea- 
getiy expected by his countrymen. He met 
with violent opposition to his scheme from the 
authorities and superior persons of Judea, who 
supposed their interests to be in danger from 
the elevation of the multitude, and entertained | 
perhaps unnecessary apprehensions from the 
rigid jealousy of the Roman Government. By | 
their instigation Jesus was apprehended, bro’t | 
to trial, condemned, and led forth to execution. | 
He was, indeed, fastened to a cross: but he 
had secret friends in the great council which 
had condemned him, as Nicodemus, Joseph, 
and perhaps others: by thetr good manage- | 
ment, orders were perhaps given to the execu- 
tioners to hurt him as little as possible: he was 
taken down in a swoon, laid in a sepulchral 
cave, and there the utmost care and skill of 
his friends were employed to cherish the still 
existing spark of life: success ensued, and he 
was in due time restored to health. Now, how- 
ever, he thought it unsafe to expose himself 
again to public gaze; he, therefore, kept in 
concealment, and frequented only the society | 
of his faithful friends; to whom he more am- | 
ply expounded his system of doctrine and ob- 
servances, and engaged them in a regular plan 
for extending it as far as posstble among man- 
kind. After a few weeks, he one day walked 
up the Mount of Olives, attended by some of 
his followers; and, on the higher parts of that 
hill, a mist or cloud (no unusual occurrence) 
enabled him to withdraw gradually from his 
companions: he thus concealed himself in the 
fog, went down on tiie other side of the hill, 








no more. He then lived in deep retirement; 
how long cannot be certainly known, but it is 
probable about twenty-seven years. Occasion- 
ally and for special purposes, he made visits to 
One of those oc- 
casions was very memorable: in the neighbor- 
hood of Damascus he met Saul, a young man} 
of uncommon talents, and who had commenc- | 
ed his career of public life as an ardent enemy | 
and persecutor of those who adopted the new | 
religion: Jesus had the astonishing address - 
persuade him to change sides, and become a/| 
follower and advocate of the mew cause, which 
held forth an inviting field of exertion to a glow- | 
ing mind, longing for publicity and fame. 

But I must pause. I feel shame and disgust} 
at proceeding with these recitals of an Infideli- 
ty, which sets at defiance probability and rea- 
son; and which, if we for a moment put the 
case of its admissiow, is infinitely less credible | 
than the miraculous facts which it endeavours, | 
by gratuitous evasions, to escape. 

Thus do thee unhappy Ratjonalists, as with | 
the lowest possible claim they style themselves, | 
endeavor to undermine the great facts on which | 
the Gospel rests! Such are the opinions and | 
hypotheses of many, who occupy the Parish | 
Pulpits in not a few towns and cities of Germa- | 
ay and Switzerland! 

It is nm wonder then, that, from these modes | 
of treating the foundations of our faith, the re- 
sults have been most melancholy. Those re- | 
Its, as applying both to the doctrines taught | 
and the practice exemplified, it would be im- 
possible to describe in terms too strong. 

It is also a painful fact, demanding our par- | 





|ticular observation, that, in many instances | 


where there is reason to hope that a better | 
state of sentiment and a superior order of relig- | 
ious feelings do indeed exist, so cold, feeble, | 
and inert are the operations of piety, as to stand 
in need of the most efficient aid that you can 
give, by your example and exertions, to strength- 
en the things which remain, and animate them 
with a renewal of holy vigour. A German 
Clergyman of distinguished learning and piety, 
and who is intimately conversant with the state 
of religion in his native country, has informed 
me, that, though acquainted with various pious | 
persons, both Clergymen and Laymen, he does 
not know one instance, in which thos very 
persons could be relied upon for maintaining 
that privilege and duty, which is so common 
and familiar with us, Daily Domestic Worship. 
This awful state of things loudly calls on us| 
to go forth, and raise our arms to meet the fall- | 
ing ruin; and, if possible, to arrest the progress 
of these destructive evils.—[ Zon. Miss. Reg. 
SETI 








From the N. Y. Observer. 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
ELEVENTH REPORT, ABRIDGED. 

The receipts of this Society during the year 
ending Ist of May, have amounted to $64,764 
13—which is $11,774 19 more than those of 
the preceding year. Of the whole amount, 


bles and. Testaments, $19,282 82 
tions, $4,225 as subscriptions to 
om the Society’s house; and $2,970 as perma- 


| destitute millions of our fellow men with the 


j tio 


CHRISTIAN WATCHMAN. 


as free dona- 
pay the debt 


nent loans. 

The Directors express a hope that they shall 
be able to commence the ensuing year on @ 
broader scale of operation, and do something 
more than ever before, wwards supplying the 


word of life. The amount of expenditures is 
$55,030, 93. 
Debt on Society’s House cancelled. 


On several of the preceding anniversaries the | 
Board have adverted with some anxiety to the 
unpaid debt on the Society’s House. Accord- 
ing to the last Report, this debt amounted to 
29,720 ; and this embarrassment is now com- | 
pletely removed. A meeting of individuals | 
friend!y to Bible operations having been called | 
a few weeks since, about one hundred of whom 
attended, a subscription was opened at their 
own suggestion, and a sufficient amount sub- | 
scribed on the spot to diminish the debt one 
half. A Committee from their number, in the | 
course of a few subsequent days, obtained from | 
other citizens subscriptions sufficient to extin- | 
guish the debt entirely. | 
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more than forty or fifty million copies of reveal- 
ed trath are yet in circulation, among the eight | 
hundred millions of the great human family. 

** While then the ultimate universality of the 
Saviour’s cause is certain as Divine veracit 
can make it,--while its onward march is more 
and more rapid, (never so much 80, perhaps, | 
since the ascension of its Founder as during the | 


than Jesus ian 
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Yitruth, are 
| Which will assureg) 
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past year,)—yet it must not be forgotten that | (PPposers!” 


this cause is advanced through human efforts, 


tion are fulfilled. ‘There must yet be a might- 
ier movement on the part of Christendom than | 
has yet been made,—there mast be more and | 
greater sacrifices,—a more entire consecration | 
of time and talent and wealth and influence,— 
and many new helpers must be called into the | 
field, ere this great moral conquest is achieved.”’ | 


~-e@eo~- 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 
SECOND REPORT, ABRIDGED. 

The Committee have continued the publica- 
tion of the American Tract Magazine, of which | 
3,750 copies are now regularly published, once 
in two months. 


in England, and in the Y 
and that these efforts must be augmented an ty of Christ, his atonement 
hundred fold before the predictions of inspira- | fice, and that influence of 


which regeneration is 
the ground 
tures. 


opinions of their own, 


maintain to be the true meaning of the 
| They endeavour to escape the concly 
| are pressed upon them from the Divi 
| putting on that word interpretation 
| not believed to be the true meaning, 
| ed, arbitrary, and contrary to the dec 
| criticism:” “Not so these Anti-supe 
: ; Of the Christian Almanack for 1827, no less | Whilst they deny inspiration, they 
By this munificent act the Society is now | than ten distinct editions were issued, adapted | that the theory of the orthodox is eo 
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left in possession of an establishment worth at | to the meridian of latitude of as many different the books claiming to be a revelation. 
What may we suppose would be the, ' 


least 25,000; where, without rent, it can car- | 
ry forward its sacred work of providing the | 
Scriptures for our own and other lands. 
Number of Bibles printed. 
Within the past year there have been print- | 
ed at the Society’s establishment, or are now in | 
press, 45,500 Bibles, and 35,700 Testaments. 
There have been purchased 171 German and | 
Dutch Bibles, and 313 German Testaments. 
Total 76,734, which, added to 532,902 before | 


} 
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reported, make a grand total of stx HUNDRED | ‘Vracts; in French 14,000; in Spanish 13,000. asserted inthem with the greatest plain 
SIX HUNDRED AND Tuir- | Besides which there have been printed, of vols. | Would not the language of these « 


AND NINE THOUSAND, ) TH 
Ty-stx printed or purchased by the Society 
since its formation in 1818. 


n, of 2000 each, printed from them. 
A few years since, the Society published | 
some portions of the New Testament 
Delaware and the Mohawk languages. 


porti 


Other 


the Society by the Rev. Wm. Oase, 
dist minister in Lower Canada, and is now in 
press. 
Bibles Issued from the Depository. 

During the year there have been issued from 
the Depository 35,876 Bibles and 35,745 Tes- 
taments. Total 71,621: which, added to 440,- 
047 issued in the ten preceding years, make a 
grand total of 511,668. Of the issues the past 


year, 53,337 have in various ways been dispos- | 
ed of to auxiliary and other Societies and indi- | 


viduals. ‘The numberof Bibles and Testaments 
gratuitously appropriated during the year, is 
13,284. 

Comparing these issues with those of the 
preceding year, it will be seen that they are 


number sold is greater, while the number gra- 
tuitously appropriated is less. 

The want of Bibles at home, is represented 
to be very great, in the States of New-York, 
Carolina, 
Georgia, ‘Tennessee, &c. &c. 

Operations of the Society in Foreign Countries. 


A few grants have been made, and with 
great satisfaction, to the Missionary Schools 
among the Aborigineson our frontiers, for which 
they were solicited by the teachers. 


- 7 ° ~7 | < i P iC} = . ° 
Several boxes of Spanish Scriptures have | CoUragement, that this scheme of skepticism con- | ing evi}, as in counteracti 
en sent, since the last anniversary, for sale or | tained the seeds of its own destruction. Men | overruling it tothe purp 


be 
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Cuba. 


Another box of Bibles and Testaments, | are so apparent, that a counteracting influence | moveable, al 


French and Spanish, has been forwarded to the 


island of Hayti. Others, in small quantities,! These Anti-supernaturalists admit the great | 


have been sent to Matamoros, Tampico, Puebla 
and Mazathan in Mexico, and some others to 
different parts of South America. 

The donation of $800 mentioned in the last 
Report, as given for aiding the circulation of 
the Scriptures among the descendants of Ish- 
mael, has been remitted to the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, with a request to forward 
its value in Arabic Scriptures to the American 
Missionaries at Malta, to be distributed accord- 
ing to the wishes of the benevolent donor. 

Agents and Auriliaries. 

The present agents of the Society are, Mr. 
Henry White, who has recently completed his 
theological studies, and is now employed in 
South Carolina; Rev. Simeon Wilmur, an 
Episcopal! clergyman settled in New Jersey,— 
employed for a few weeks in New Jersey, Del- 
aware, and Maryland; Rev. James C. Barnes, 
of Garrard county, Kentucky, also a settled min- 


| ister, who devotes part of his time, gratuitously, | 


to the distribution of Bibles in his own vicinity. 

The number of Auxiliaries recognized dur- 
ing the year, is 41; making, with 506 previous- 
ly recognized, five hundred forty-seven. 

As the Rev. Jonas King, late American Mis- 
sionary to Palestine, is now in Paris, the Board 
have requested him to act as Delegate of the 
American Bible Society to that of Paris on its 
ensuing anniversary; and also, if practicable, 
as Delegate to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. 

Necessity of Increased Exertion. 

‘* Let any man sit down and ascertain, as he 
may do in a good degree from the various com- 
munications of this Society, what number of our 
population are now unsupplied with the Scrip- 
tures :—let him, in the next place, determine the 
rates of our annual increase, an increase of 400,- 
000 ;—let him then compare this increase with 
the number of Bibles and Testaments printed the 
present year;—and, if unbiassed, he must as- 
sent to the truth that we are far from discharg- 
ing all our duty to this sacred Institution.” 

Conclusion. 

The Report cogeludes as follows :—* The 
events of every revolving year indicate that the 
systems of Pagan corruption and cruelty are 
ere long to be broken up, and the light and 
principles of the Gospel to pervade every kin- 
dred and tongue and people. 

‘But before such a consummation is realiz- 





$35,366 29 were received in payment for Bi- 


ed, much, very much, remains to be done. Not 


ons have been translated into the Mohawk | F' “ee ! 
| tongue by some intelligent Aborigines, and the |Since the Society was formed, (May 18 


Gospel of Luke has been recently forwarded to | 44: ' ; 
a Metho-| which 1,620,000 have been covered, making | appellation of Christian, in the str. 


localities in various parts of the United States : | 


viz. at Boston, Mass., New-York City, Utica, 
N. Y., Rochester, N. Y., Baltimore, Md., | 
Richmond, Va., Raleigh, N. C., Augusta, Geo., | 
Huntsville, Alab., and Edwardsville, Illinois. | 
Whole number of copies printed at the Socie- | 
ty’s House, 71,000. 

Amount of Publications printed. 


During the year ending May 1, the Society | 4°". believe these writings,—how 
language, 2,629,100 | Christians,—and deny these principles 


have printed, in the English 
I. and I 


ing 400,000 Tracts. Which, added to those 


of THREE MILLION, FIFTY-SIX THOUSAND AND 


in the'ONE HUNDRED Tracts, comprising THIRY-FIVE | 


MILLION, EIGHT BUNDRED AND EIGHT THOUSAND, | 
FIVE HUNDRED Paces. Whole number printed 
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3,754,000, comprising 43,862,000 pages; of | 


| 6,4 
| above. 
| The receipts of the past year have amounted 
| to $30,413 O1; being more than three times | 
| the amount received during the previous year. 
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V. 3000 copies each; of vol. IfI. 3000 bear a strong resemblance to that of Petey. 
jcopies; of vol. II. 2000; of vols. V. and VI. | to Dr. Priestly ?—* What!” said OG. 
A set of stereotype plates for a pocket Bible, | 1000 each; making 13,000 volumes, compris- | tor, ‘a writer w 
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Infidelity under the guise of religion. This sys- 
tem is called Neological, Rational, or Anti-super- 
| naturel; opposing every idea of a supernatural 
revelation. The Rev. Dr. J. Pye Smiru, at the 
last anniversary of the Continental Society, in 
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| must soon operate the desired effect. 
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far at least as their apparent and general results | Paper which we believe friendly to the *™ 


are concerned; but, denying any intervention of ; Mission, an indiscreet remark respec'': 


| Divine Power, they 
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a powerful manner. 


of God, should in different places be taking a 
course so opposite. These Anti-supernaturalists, 
as Mr. Smith informs us, “seem to have no sys- 


selves whether the results of their investigations 
agree or disagree with any received systems of | 
faith. Their objects are, by applying the rules 


upon which the text of all ancient books must be | 


and New-Testament; and then to arrive at their 
grammatical interpretation.” In this research, 
they have amassed immense stores of information, 
historical and critical. In thus determining a| 
text, they sometimes save the honest inquirer 
much labour, and materially assist in conducting | 
an investigation, though a different conclusion | 
may be formed with regard to particular readings. 
“Their interpretations are often decidedly fa-' 
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was the constant doctrine of the Jews at that 


Jesus! 


—That to the Messiah, the attributes of Deity 
were ascribed—that the death of Christ was a 
sacrifice for sin—that the exertion of the Spirit 
of God on the human mind is a reality, and isthe 
efficient cause of all true virtue.” ‘These critics, 
however, sufficiently intimate that these are not 
their own opinions; and though they acknowledge 
the genuineness of the books containing these 
prineiples, they ‘‘ hold themselves forth as wiser 
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are obliged to invent occur- | devoted Missionary, that he had“ seemec# ™ 
rences so improbable, as are actually more diffi- | to have been too pertinacious in seeking mp 
cult of belief than the fact of a miraculous agency. | favour.” It does not so appear to us 
Several able writers in Germany and France, as | think no instance can 
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Mr. Smith asserts, have pressed this argument in | there could be any reasonable suspicion 
It was unquestion 
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It is remarkable that the opposers of the Deity uty, 28 the guardian of the rd 
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|allthe toleration and protection which © 


obtained in an honourable way. It we 
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tem of religion deeply and seriously at heart: | Commissioner to Ava. 
They, therefore, appear not to trouble them- | of his visit we have not learnt; 
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beorbed in the Burman Mission, we sb?” 
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The ond East-Essex Auziliary Bible 
Society, England, furnished to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society for 1826, the sum of $6333, 

pressing their most entire confidence in the mo- 

ives and measures of the parent Society. 





4 new Volume of Jay's Sermons, entitled, 
The Christian Contemplated in a course of Lec- 
» ig just published in England, 8vo. 425 
The beautiful extract on our last page, 

ed, The Christian safe in death, is from these 
lectures. The powerful and impressive elo 

e which pervades this volume is said to be 
surpassed by any thing that is found in Sau- 
or Massillon. When we read the productions 
such mea, and see the talent with which they 
icate the truth, and the luminous manner in 

h they present it to our view, we recur with 
asure to the model which Solomon gives ys, 
he preacher sought to find out acceptable 
eds,” and we extol and reverence the man, 
p endeavors to imitate this model, and who 
ts divine subjects in the most dignified style 
hich he is master. If any topies are deserv- 
of such a style, they are surely those which 
te to our Creator, and to our final destination. 


pina 
Sandwick Islands.—A letter from Mr. Levi 
mmberlain, Missionary, dated at Honoruru 
ahu,) June 16, states, that Karaimoku, an in 
tial and valuable chief, is attacked by a dis- 

fer to which he will probably fall a victim. As 
Miegisiator and a general, and as influential in 
he councils of the nation, he has not his equal on 
island. 


—_- 
bin a letter from St. Francisville, of April 14, 
learn with pleasure, that the health of Rev. 
eLisHA AnDrews, jr. of Jackson, Lou. which for 
pe time past had been in a feeble state, was 

ly recovering. 


——~—. 

Brown University.—At a public examination of 
the classes of this institution last week, ve- 
atifying evidence was given, that the system 
iscipline and instruction, adopted by Presi- 
W avianp, is both wise and salutary The 
ble economy of the College, is said to be 


ged. 


—@f>— 

EF We are informed that the Corner Stone 
new Baptist Meeting-House at Lechmere 
pat, Cambridge, will be laid on Monday next 
j Oo’clock, A. M. should the weather be pleasant> 

> 
» Banks in Boston. —The semi-annual returns 
bm the 15 Banks in this city were made up on 
turday the 5th inst. They exhibit the Specie 
non hand to be $893,000. In June. 1926, it 
punted to $735,000; in December, 1826. to 
46,444. The capital these Banks 

1,550,000. 
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Beligious 


Compendium. 


REVIVALS 
The two following letters, of a highiy gratifying natur 
ere received last week, after our paper was put to press 
Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Watch- 
in, dated Wosurn, May 7, 1827 
he work of grace in this town commenced in 
month of October, in the east part of the town 
here we had held conference meetings once a 
ek for more thantwo months. It progressed 
ry gradually at first; but after a few weeks, it 
came more powerful, and extended into the 
her congregation in the town, and in a few 
eeks more, it was discoverable in almost every 
ighbourhood. In Oct. I baptized two—in Nov 
bne—ic Dec. one—in Jan. four—on the 29th of 
March, eighteen—on the 15th of April, ten, and 
westerday, thirteen: making in the whole forty 
ine. It was a day of unusual interest to the 
@hurch. At the water side, (Middlesex Canal) 
MMore people were present than have been at any 


baptizing season I ever witsessed, and all appear- 


i 


i 


What buses 


£ 


solemn and attentive. Many were affected 
ntotears. At the close of the afternoon ser- 
Mice, 23 received the hand of fellowship, and for 
the first time took their place at the Table of the 
rd, to commemorate the sufferings and love of 
Peir adorable Saviour. The work stil] continues, 
hd we expect to see many others walk in this 
lightful path of Christian obedience, thus hav- 
ig respect unto all the commandments of Christ 
he young people from Stoneham, attending 
’ meetings in the east part of the town, had 
ir attention arrested, were convicted of their 
fans, and several of them being delivered from the 
ver of darkness, carried home with them the 
it cf reformation. This was the beginning of 
a good work of grace in that town, where many 
precious souls have been hopefully converted. — 
» In Burlington, (where I aim told there never 
s a Revival of religion) there are now very 
@mcouraging appearances. Several families in 
place belong to our congregation, and a num- 
r of persons in these families have become seri 
asly impressed in their minds. Last Friday 
eek, | had an evening lecture in their neigh- 
burhood, which was well attended. At the close 
the meeting, four of the young converts, who 
ompanied me, spoke freely of the love of Je- 
is, and recommended religion to their fellow 
uth with much feeling and tenderness. It was 
solemn, weeping time. I! have reason to believe 
many as 15, or more, were awakened to a seri- 
concern about their souls at that ing 
t evening, 1 attended another lecture in the 
ame place, and found the work increasing. It is 
Lord’s doing, and marvellous in our eyes 
Yours, &e. S. S. MALLERY 


; 
. 
‘ 
4 


meet 


re 


a ee 
s Lowe i, May 
. 7° the Editor of the Christian Watchman 
The religious attention which commenced in 
vowell the early part of the year 1826, has con- 
anued in a measure ever since. During that 
me, 77 have been added to the Baptist Cuurch, 
Dy baptism. But at no time has the revival been 
» extensive, as within the last six weeks. In 
pril (last month) Rev. Mr. Cookson baptized 12 
persons who were added to the Church; and last 
ord’s day he administered the same ordinance to 
Oothers. ‘The number of serious inquirers in 
the several religious Societies is sti!! very great 
i 
Extract of a letter to the Editor of the W ‘atchman, | 
dated, Townsenp, Ms. May 12, 1827. 
I arrived in this place bly to « : 
place seasonably to commence | 
my labours on the Ist of April asa missionary, 
under the ein n of the Massachusetts Baptist | 
¥ Society 
I found in this vicinity a few brethren, ate! 
e ile @ cordial welcoine to their dwellings, and 
my Feceived the preached gospel. After la- | 
rs with them three or four weeks, | found 
od had by his efficacious grace, enabled 
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From the Richmond Visitor & Telegraph. 
THE INQUIRY MEETING. 

Silence was there ;and with itself each soul 
Solemn communion held—the man ef God 
Looked on a while, and wept, and only prayed 
His Saviour’s hand to guide the inquiring soul ; 
Methoaght | saw a shining company 
©) ministering spirits placed to guard the door 
Of every heart from evil thoughts djstracting— 
Satan's artillery, with which he storms 
The yielding citadel. ‘The Holy Ghost 
W as there, and whispered to the sin-sick sou) , 
“ This isthe way. O sinner! check thy course 
*['will lead thee to the grave of joy and hope 
Retrace thy steps—too far thou’rt gone already 
From God and heaven. Why wilt thou strive with God? 
Repent! Repent !—now is the accepted time, 
The day in which salvation may be thine.” 


ee 


‘The man of God with beavenly accents, now 
Addresses each alone, and points the way 
le Heaven. One aud another, drawn at last 
By merey’s voice—the voice of eternal love— 
Yield up their hearts of adamant, and, lost 
in wonder, weep sweet tears of penitence 
O what a holy joy beams from those orbs, 
Which even now were sighiless! Ob what light 
Beams in upon the soul, that even now 
In darkness mourned, and sought but found its way! 
Heaven has come dowa to earth, and all around 
Bespeaks a present God! O blessed Spirit, 
‘Thy stay prolong till al! have felt the joys 
Of thy Salvation. 
—~— 
REV. DR. RYLAND. 


On the Death of the late excellent and venerable Dr. Ryland 
of Bristol 


Lo! another saint is fled! 
He bas fought, and has prevail’d ! 
Heaven, for him, her gate has spread, 


And our ransom’d brother hail'd 


Ofien in the house of prayer, 

We the hand together raised ; 
Often we forgot our care, 

While we God, our Maker, prais’d. 


When he urged the better choice, 
Told of heaven, or warn’d of jell ; 

When we heard his earnest voice 
On the Saviour’s mercy dweil ; 


Joy, to ecstasy allied, 
Warm’d our heart, and fill’d our breast 
Oh! our father! friend! and guide 
Blessings on thy mem’ry rest! 
Through thy warfare, long and hard, 
Thou, a veteran true, didst shine : 
Now thou reapest thy reward, 


And the conqueror’s crown is thine 


Shall thy solemn words, and kind, 
Strangely to oblivion pass? 
Leave no traces ob our mind, 


Like an image on the glass ? 


To augment thy jovs untold; 
Gazing from thy nobler sphere 
May thy fruits a thousand fold, 


In our hearts and lives appear 


Shepherd! child-like, faithful, wise 
By the best instructor taught 
With whose nome will ever rise, 
Many a fond aud cherish’d thought 
Our communion now is o’er! 
We thy face shal) never view 
Til we meet on yonder shore, 


And our intercourse revew ! 


We, the seme mvsterious toad 
Thou hast trodden, soon must tread 
We are hastening back to God, 


Through the regious of the dead 


Mav our zea), like thine, be firen 
From the trust that cannot fail ' 
May the hope which thee inspired, 


Cheer us in the gloomy vale 


May our faith be found the same, 
W hen to Jordan’s billows led 

To the followers of the Lamb 
Death is not the king of dread 


[ Londe n BR rptrst Macazine. 





DOCTRINAL. 
om Rev. ANDREW FULLER, written to Dr. Ry- 
n 1803, respecting his controversy with Rev. Mr 
1 doctrina! subjects. First published in London, 

1827 
ON CALVINISM. — — 
My pean Ractura.—When I hed aseured | I could extract similar sentiments with the joins the spirits of just men made perfect, and 
Mr. B., in my letter of July 7, 1802, that I did 
not deny either Imputation or Substitution, but 
merely the sense in which he held them, he 
writes in answer, “ That he is not aware of his 
either understanding or using those terms in a 
sense which is not common among CaLvinists.” 
And in his letter to you, of Dec. 6, while he 
acquits me of being an Arminian, he says, ‘It 
is to me, beyond a doubt, that he(Mr. F’.) does 
not hold the doctrine of Substitution, and of 
Imputation, as Catvinists have commonly done, 
and still coptinue todo.”” ‘The amount is, that 
at least in these particulars, Mr. B. is a Calvin- 
ist, and lam not. If this be true, it does not 
follow that I deny substitution or imputation. 


Mr. B. says, ‘‘that in his juvenile years, he nev- | 


er hoped for salvation but through a vicarious | 
sacrifice.” Jf then he could believe this doc- 


trine while an Arminian, surely I might be al- |: 


lowed to believe it, who, as he acknowledges, 
am not an Arminian. But passing this, Mr. 
B.’s views on these subjects may, for aught I 
know, be more consonant with those of the gen- | 
eral body of persons called Calvinists, than mine. 
All the high Calvinists will doubtless agree with 
him, and disagree with me, so far as they know | 
our sentiments; but it does not appear to me, | 
that his opinions ov either of the subjects in | 
question, are those of Calvin, or of Calvinists | 
during the sixteenth century. I do not pre- 
tend to have read so much of either as he has: | 


but from what f have seen, so it appears to me. | 
Phe quotations that have already been made | 
from Calvin, prove that he had no other notion | 


of imputation than that of the righteousness of 
Christ being reckoned to us “as if it were our 
own,” and of our sins being so reckoned to 
Christ, that “ as the very guilty person himself, 
he suffered all the punishment that should have 
been taid upon us.” I should think it were 
mantiest from this, that he did not believe in a 
“real or proper” imputation, in either case ; 
nor in Christ’s being really guilty, and as such 
punished. All be pleads for is, that « he felt 
all the tokens of » Ged when he is angry, and 
ae and this is precisely what I be- 

With respect to substitution, from wiat I 
have read of Calvin, he appears to have consid- 


Jered the death of Christ, as affording an offer | but when I read as fol 


HMAN. 
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he calleth all men without exception to the | to be ours,” God cannot be offended with us) , | al ad " EBENE: Pe aE» New- Har 
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‘through any defect or insufficiency in the sacri- , everlasting sunshine ! 
| fice of Christ offered upon the cross, but through ‘For observe, | beseech you, the difference 
' their own fault.”-—** All those who truly believe, | between the delusion of the infidel, and the 
and by the death of Christ are delivered and! mistake of the Christian. ‘I give,’ says Hobbes, ' A ‘ 
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| lieve, that he even exhorts them to it; or avows!ven: when, as a long-enduring patient, he land, and 28 libraries, besides which there have in the menufacture of Ins 
it to be thy command of God that they should | throws off the last feelings of his lingering com- been restored oe them, 56 churches, $7 chapels The erticle ae thet 
repent and believe, in such a manner as is con-| plaint: when, as an heir of immortality, he and oo S convents, and I ‘4 Laeiver oo hous- | in thecountry. Its pecu 
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Phe sentiments which I oppose donot appear | with him. Now the consolations of God are | count of its contracted size, descended at an an- the North — — i a 
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er met with a single passage in the writings of sented faultless before the presence of His glo- | big enough to contain half a dozeu men. though | 4, ysual, a very general assortment of CALI 
Calvin on this subject, that clashed with my | ry with exceeding joy. For when that which es too low 74 a of standing upright.— | made expressly Sor thin ontablichmen | 
own views: but in Dr. Crisp I have. He con-| is perfect is come, then that which is in part rom this room the exploring party passed thro’ | comprising the most useful articles in how 
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“Hast thou been an idolater” (says he), “2, and go mourning all the day ? Is this thy kind-|this apartment was connected a third, the pas- 
blasphemer, a despiser of God’s word, a pro-| ness to thy friend? If you loved them, would | sage to which was nearly perpendicular. [In this 
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Hieving in the doctrine of the Trinity; the | Word w 
pon, it is believed, is usually decided by | goch anc 
fonclusion which is formed concerning the | Becau 
r of Jesus Christ. If his true and pro- | previous 
inity is admitted, no difficulty arises in =e 4 
ing the doctrine of the Trinity: if that is | therefor 
ed, the latter is also of course. Tigo. 
might safely rest the decision of the! in. no 
en on this single point, aud say nothing | «Qing y 
ive the Divinity and personality of the Ho-| yy, was. 
rit; or quote those passages, which in 4, coch 
Ives, go to prove the Trinity. Because, = the 7, 
yinity of Christ being established, a plu- Recat 
mthe mode of the Divine existence in thing. 
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Accordingly it is written in Heb. ii. 14, | root out 
it is through death that Christ destroys him 
Bhas the power of death. And that we ar 
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